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PREFACE. 
Chriftian Reader, 
x HEN you have peruſed the 
\ 17 D | following Pages, you'll the bet- 
* ter underſtand the Fate that 
this reaſonable Petition has met 
with, before the ſeveral Judi- 
catories e this Church; and 
that it i not Choice, but Ne- 
N ceſity, aubirh obligeth us, after 
his Manner, to publiſh it: For, after this our 
Petition was 7 ed, firſt by the Presbytery” 
Peebles, then by the Synod of Lothian and 
weeddale, and laſt of all by the General Aim 
uy ; we thought it expedient, for the Glory of 
OD, the Honour of Truth, our own Exonera- 
ion, and to excite others of greater Abilities 
to 4 gealous and conſcientious Defence of their 
uſt Rights and Privileges, to let the World know 
be Fuſtneſ5 of our Cauſe, and even the Legality + 
Four Proceedings. | 15 | 
When this Repreſentation, Petition, Proteſt, 
nd Adherence, ſubſcrib by almoſt 240 Chriſtian - 
People, was preſented and given in to the (m- 
nutte of Bills, ue can's ſay but they mes with - 


ſome Fri ends, but far . ; for ſome learn 


Abm. bx 5.5 Md We 70 
* clofety, 72 om the Nane 


Plead a . But the Committee's Anſwer, 
do our Petition that Piece of Fuſtice,and bononr 


That of che People's Divine Right of Calling anf th 


richriſtian Patrenage, is one which in a regular C 
Way, With alt due D 


q=Y 


and godly Members of that Committee, pleading 
pretty N the Tranſmiſſion of oup Pa. 
pers to the Commirtee” of- Over miret, br Genera 


form” 4, very 
the Papers; That 
it — Juſt _ reaſonable ; 2 17s the F 
Effetts-ana Conſequences that probably might fo 
tow upon 70 J. Refuſal; and withal, 2 the 
were the firſt Papers of that Nature, preſente- 
ro our udicatories, before whom the injure 
People was to table their juſt Grievances," an! 


. 


amounting in Effect to this, vas, That they wonli 
it ſo far, as to order the Clerk to. keep it in reten- 
tis ; and that theſe Things,in, our Repreſentation 
agreeing with the Tuſtruttions from ſeveral Pre. 
bytries to the General 4 aſe might perhaps 
be the Subjett of Diſcourſe and Reaſoning in thi ſo 
Aſembly: Which Anſwer was no more thangThal 5 
our Papers ſhould have the Honour of being bu. th 
riedby 4 Hoey of reverend, and learn d Divine by 
_, Amongſt the many precious, and wounded in; 
Truths, which @ ſmall\ Preface cannot contain N 


Hlecting i hair own Paſtors, in Oppoſition 30 An. a 
eference, and, we bope, iu 7 
: Singleneſs and. Sincerity, was, in its bleeding th 
Wounds, preſented to our ſeveral. Fudicatories, ih of 


4's. oppreſſed little Ques, and the Guardian at 
their Divine Rights and furchaſed Privilege: fo 
0 {6 on and vice talen n le 2 


. being 1 Refuge and Sanctuary for ti ac 


9 * 


1 

: That the 8 People's foreſaid Right. of 
Eleftion is Divine, and clearly formded on the 
Krigtures of Truth, is beyond Contradittion, and 
10.4 Demonſtration proven by godly primitive Fa- 
thers, the Canons of General Councils, celebrated 
tn the firſt. and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; Na- 
tional Churches and Synods, Confeſſions of Faith, 
antient and modern Divines, by our own Books of 
Diſcipline, and a Conſtellation of ſhining Lights 
in this Church, ſuch as Knox, Calderwood, Ru- 
therford, Gilleſpie, Durham, W ood, Park, Rule, 
Forreſter, Jamiſon. and Halyburton, with many 
others; So that no-human Law, eſtabliſhing Pa- 
tronage, can, with the leaſt Colour of Jule, o- 
blige the Lord's People to ſurrender or quit with, 
this their unalienable Right; nor can they be. 
conſtrain'd by any Power whatſomevercontrair 10 
the holy Scriptures, ö to intruaing, Hire- 
lings, as having any Paſtoral Relation to. them, 
john 10. 5. ſince; without mutual Conſent, ſuch 
a Relation can neuer tale Place, One world. 
think it a bold Invaſion. of a Natural Right, , 
by ſome human Law, one Man in 5 PHP Were. 
impoꝛver d to chuſe. for. the People what Lawier,- 
Wife or Phyſician, yea fwhat Food or Rainent he. 
thought moſt proper : How much greater, Inpietix 
aud Sacrilege 'is.it, for any to rob the Spouſe of 
Chriſt of ſo valuable and coltly a ſpirituald iſt aus 
Privilege? How unjuſt is ar for, People to haue 
their eternal Intereſts ſo far pui into the Hands . 
Ha Patron, as that they miſt be obligat 
acquieſee in his Choice, tho. never, ſo 4angerous\ 
and prejudicial to their immortal Sous ?. 1s it 
Poſſible he can ſecure the People from the permeious 
Mets, that an ill Choice-magy. be attended withs.., © 
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whether in Church or State, without being charge- 


It like a petty Pope, in the Temple of God, ſpeak- 
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_ viz. the People's Divine Right of Election; "tis 
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6 
to their eternal Detriment, and irreparable Loſs? 
Shall then a free Chriſtian People ſubmit to a 
Popiſh Yoke, 4 Romiſh Invention? Muſt they re- 
ceive into their Boſoms a Monſter hatch'a under 
the Pope's Wings, tho condemm a at theScripture- 
bar an4Tribunal,by aCloud of famous unexception- 
able Witneſſes in all Ages, ſince it firſt peep'd into 
the Church of Chriſt? How ſhall the Lord's People 
transfer their purchaſed Right on any Mortal, 


able with the Crimſon Guilt of prophane Elau? 
Shall they homologate or conſent to a Popith Cor- 
ruption, which, in our Covenants obliging Po- 
ſterity, is ſo ſolemnly abjur'd ? Can they with any 
Conſiſtency ſubmit umto, and own Hirelings as their 
Paſiors and ſfiritual Guides, and profeſs them- 
ſelves nevertheleſs to be the Redeemer”s * Can 
they practically wreath, and voluntarly bind a 
heavy Yoke on their own and Poſterity's Necks, 
and yet be found faithful unto them ? Shall they, 
in ſo far at leſt diſclaim Zion's glorious King, 
7 ſub) efting their Conſciences to new Lords and 

augivers? Patronage, as we conceive, is a 
Bir, or Piece of the Pope's old Chair fiolen or 
ſent into theſe Lands, from Rome, and now fram'd 
by ſome Romiſh Carpenter or Prelate into a 
magnificent Seat, whereon my Lord Patron may 


ing great Things, in a Dialect utterly diſagree- 
able to that of the holy Scriptures : The Patron's 
Seat, you muſt know,has a 705. Lining, even no 
leſs than the Crimſon Blood of that flain Truth, 


Bottom d with no leſs than the Redeemer's Woes, 
and founded only on tuo rotten Pillars, viz. a 
. . guman 


7 
human Law, and worldly Wealth ; cihſiy guard- 
ed and defended by a goodly Number of Patro- 
nage- Advocates and Court Divines ; having for 
its Motto, Who is Lord over us? One would 
think, that now, when Patrons of every Claſs and 
Rank are in ſo dangerous a Situation, Miniſters 
Pang Goſpel ſhould faithfully and freely, out of 
ve to their precious Souls, warn them of their 
Sin and Dan Fo Ss home on their Conſcien- 
ces ſome ſuitable Texts, as 1 Kings 18. 18. I have 
not troubled ae, but thou and thy Father's 
Houſe, in. that ye have forſaken the Command- 
ments of the Lord. 2 Chron. 26. 18. It ap- 


(ive 6 not unto thee, neither ſhall it 


for thine Honour from the Lord. Mal. z. 8. 
ill a Man rob God? yet ye have robbed me. 
We humbly judge,the great Apoſtle Peter's Fault, 
or which Paul withſtood him to the Face, was 
not half ſo criminal, as that of our Patrons ; for 
he indeed ſtiumbled the Church by his Difſimulation, 
but they rob the Church of a very valuable Branch 
of Chriſtian Liberty ; He never reiterate the like- 
Offence, but they warmly defend their Antiſcrip- 
tural Office. Tig a great Pity, and Matter of 
degrete, that the Dagon of Parronage ſhould 
land in one Houſe with the Lord's Ark, and [0 
ery few remonſtrating againſt it ; but how ſtum- 
ling is the Conduct ef ſome of our rational Di- 
nes, and prime Maſters of Reaſon awho, inſtead 
y defending the People's Right, endeavour by 
heir Pamphlets to harden Noblemen and Gentle- 
en enſnared with the preſent Tentations ? Tet 
0 conſcious are ſuch Advocates of the Weakneſs 
their Cauſe, that, when modeſtiy challenged, 
open Aſſembly, by 4 worthy and great Di- 
| 2 | Vine 
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have their 4 


varing gre th leſs Evidence than others, arero be re- 


referring to lar d Divines on this Head for 
urtber Anſwer, we proceed. 


ing Divine l as if Money and Land, a Gold 


Things Civil, a good Place; white the poor Herd 
aer his Foorſtoot: Such Divinity rums litera 


would ſeem, that 


„ bis Objeftor chan Grace aud the 7 Hr. 

„Me, Abel, Jacob and David, would have ſtod4 
do tbis Right of . Eleftion, only as ſo many | 
WO phers. Pleaſe liften to that ſilencing Pueſtion, 


ot God choſen the Poor in this World, rich in 
Faith, Sc.? Aud One would think, ſuch Richts, 
ven with little or no Land or Money, might 


Kr rIv1 lege. We fall only ſay, that. uch Money. 


i meet with no better Anſwer, than that to 


Pon Magus, 4s 8. 20. Thy Money periſh with 
{ {OY B thee, 


/ 


F 1 
nf. No | donbt; Divine Truths, like the Stars,. 
erent Degrees of Ciearneſs, ſome 
bining in the Scripture more bright, others, com- 
rative, mare 7. 0 KN And, ij all Traths aps . 


ted, what ſhall become of Infant-Baptiſm, and 


he Change of the Sabbath from the 1th t the 1ſt. 
Day of the Week,with many other Truths? But, 


j Obj 2. Muſt Herd-Lads, ſay they, in Point 8 
Ng, ſtand on a Level with the Lord or Laird? 
Anſ. How ridiculous is this, from the Mouth of & 


Ning and gay Clothing, could purchaſe to the 
tird, in 7 hings $, — and Sacred, as in 


Wor Tenant, tho never ſo eminently holy, muſt fit 


mater to the great Apoſtle James, 74. 2. 1, 2, 3. 
EAY 200 more Weight Wi IB 


Ja. 2. 3. Hearken, my beloved Brethren, hach 


the Balance, here, and give the Prehemi- 
Wierce; or, at leaſt, entitle to ſuch @ ſpiritual. 


Arguments, when brought to the Scripture-bar, 
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| W 
thee, becauſe OOF thought the *Gift of God 
may be purchaſed with Money. | 
Obj. z. Where a Presbytery do fix n Relation 
Bet wirt a Paſtor and People, it muſt ſtand, and 
Should be cum d. Anl. Very true, when ſuch 4 
Relation is founded on the People's formal Con- 
ſent, not otherways ; but how any on Earth can 
fix a Relation "twins a Pariſh and an Intruder, 
upon rhe Chriſtian People's actual Diſſent, i; 
truly byond. all Comprehenſion. 

And now, Fellow-Sufferers, that the ſtrong 
Cord of an Aſſembly Act is aframing, whereby 
the ſaid intolerable Yoke of Patronage ſhall ef- 
fectually, and without any Hope of future Re- 
are, be wreathed about our Necks ; we ſhall be 
reducd to à very pinching Dilemma or Strait, 
either to ſubmit to the Exerciſe of Tyranuy over 
our Conſciences, or Excommunication from Goſ- 
pel and ſealing Ordinances: And how the People, 
in ſuch a clamant Caſe, ſpall behave and aft, is 
a little hard to ſay ; unleſs the” Church ſpould 
make an Act againſt ſuch tyrannicat Setrie- 
ments, and for cenſuring of all Accepters of Pre- 
: ſentations ( of which aue have little Hope ; ) Or 

elſe grant an Allowance to the People, conform 
to the Scriptures, to call and elect their own Pa- 
ftors : But, if neither of theſe ſhall be granted, 
- 288 hope, Chriſtian People will be excuſea, if they 
make for themſelues the beſt Shift they dan. 


Au now Then the Grave-ſtone, ſo nicely hewen 


by Kirk and Frate, is with ſo much Solemmity 1ais 

on the Head of our buried Rights, tis full Time, 

eps flair Duty, for the Lord's People to lament 

in Tears, with the Church of ola, Lam. 1. 14- — 
| | OR. it 


} 


E 
with joint Prayers, at a Throne of Grace, to 
ſeek Light and Con duct from. the Lord in ſuch. a 
cloudy Lay; and to hold up, in the Hand of 
Faith, the deep Wounas the Redeemer bas received 


in his Truths, Intereſt and People: And who © 


tnows but a Deliverance may come; and that 
the Door of Judicatories is ſput on the Oppreſſel, 
that the Door of Free Grace may be more priz/'d 
and frequented * 9505 1 
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A 
4 Peebles, rhe Twenty fourth Day of 
1 March, One thouſand ſeven hundred 
| and thirty one Tears; aud of his 
1 Majeſty's Reign the fourth Tear. 
* HE which Day in Preſence of me Notar- 
14 Publick, and OS ta 
15 ing, compeared perſonally John Steven- af 
. ſon late Provoſt of Peebles, and George th 
K  Ronaliſon Tenant in Caberſtoum, for themſelves, 7 
| and as two of the Perſons commiſſionate, and im. #4 
2 F by the ſeveral Perſons Subſcribers to the 1 
pc Sc Teſtimony hereafter ingrofledY n 
and by the ſeveral Perſons Signets of the four ſeve- at 
ral Papers apart relating thereto,and of a particular o 
Commiſſion apart thereto referring,and alſo hereaf-N tb 
terinſert and ingrofſed, to the Effect and Purpoſe 15 
in the ſaid Repreſentation, Teſtimony, and ſpecial} th 
Commiſſion mentioned; and paſt with me, and ſc 
. the ſaid Witneſſes, to the perſonal Preſence of the n. 
\_ reverend Moderator of the Presbvtery of Peebles en 
| 2 tempore, and the Remanent and reverend ſts 
embers of the ſaid Presbytery conveened; andi 1 


then, and there, narrated, That ſometime that}: n« 
Day, they, the ſaid 7ohn Stevenſon and Georg: 
Ronalaſon, for themſelves, and as being commil- 
| Gionate in Manner, and to the Effect mentioned 
in the ſaid Repreſentation and ſpecial Commiſſion 


gave in, and preſented to, and before the ſaid} | 
resbytery, the ſaid Repreſentation and Teſtimo &. 
ny, ſubſcribed as underwritten, with the four ſign of 
ed or ſubſcribed Papers apart, relating thereto Y V 
* 


and ſpecial Commiſſion, all after ingroſſed, 
7 | 4 
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. 
faid is, deſiring the ſame might be received by 
the laid Presbytery, and inſert in their Records, 
and Extracts thereof N forth, in Manner, and 
to the Effect in the {aid Repreſentation and Te- 
„eu Len ; and that the ſaid Presbytery, 
at preſenting thereof; (in order to their Anſwer 
thereto) celired ſome Time to ' deliberate and 
confider upon the ſame. Of the which Repreſen- 
tation and Teſtimony ſigned, or ſubſcribed Papers 
apart, thereto relating, and ſpecial Commiſſion, 
the Form and Tenor verbatim follows; Uno ihe 
reverend Moderator, and remanent Members of 
the Presbytery of Peebles, met there, March 24. 
1731- 'The humble Repreſentation and Teſtimo- 
ny of us Underſubſcribers, Members of Seſſions, 
and others in the Bounds of this Presbytery, ſor 
ourſelves, and all that ſhall adhere to us, againſt 
the Settlement of Kirks by Patrons, and particular- 
ly the late Settlement of Mr. Thomas Finlater in 
the Pariſh of Lintoun; Sheweth, We Underſub- 
ſcribers; judging it our indilpenfible Duty, ear- 
neſtly to contend, in our Station, for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, Jude 1, 3. and to 


ftand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt has 


not, without being guilty of manifeſt Rgbellion 
againſt the Word of God, and of expreſs contra- 
veening our {worn Allegiance to our great Lord 
and Saviour ' Telus Chriſt, the alone Head ;apd 
King of his Church, nor only in our ſacrangvar 

Engagements; to wit, Baptiſm and the Lora's 
Supper; but alſo, in the ſuperadded Obligations 
6f-our Covenants, National and Solemn League:; 
We dare not, we ſay, either entangle ourſelves, 
or ſubmit to any Yoke of Bondage, —_ any 


mane us free, Gal. 5. 1. We may not, Hen 


„ 
human Laws, Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, would im- 
poſe upon, or wreath about our Necks, and 
thereby deprive us of this glorious Liberty and 
precious Privilege wherewith Chriſt hath inveſted 
us. And if we really and firmly believe, that we Nh 
muſt all 1 before the Judgment · ſeat of Chrilt, 4 

How ſhall we anſwer to him, if, for Fear or Fa- 
vour of Man, we tamely let go this Trult,which FF. 
he hath ſo ſtraitly commanded us, upon our Pe- II ky 
ril, to hold faſt ? This awful Conſideration, and not Mh 
Humour, or other carnal Motives, as is moſt com- th 
monly alledged, and 'groundleſly miſreprelented, F:.. 
hath moved us. And we think it a loud Call to this 
all, who profeſs'the Faith of Chriſt in this Church, Boy 
to give publick Teſtimony againſt every Thing, un 
we judge from the Word of God, and our Conſci- — 
ences enlightned thereby, to be a receding from ldi 
the covenanted Reformation in Scotland, either 5 
in the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, or Govern- far 
ment of the Church of Chriſt therein. Among the , 
many Grievatices, too numerous here to be conde- Icon 
ſcended upon, or inſert by us; We teſtiſy our cep 
Abhorrence againſt Patronage, as an Invention IE 
of the Roman Antichriſt, the Man of Sin; as de- the 
ſtructive of the great Scope and End of the Gol- mac 
pel, to wit, The Mediator's ſeeing his Seed; as ICh. 
an Inlet and Introduction to Error, Profanity, Nhe 
and Zibertiniſm, to the Overthrow of Religion Fc. 
and Godlineſs, in its Power and Purity: And it u 
ts us to a Conſternation, what to think of Mi- Ithei 
niſters, owning themſelves to be Presbyterian, ſo 12. 
readily - complying, and - ſtrenuouſly concurring fo, 
with ſuch an Antichriſtian Ufurpation upon the nec 
Privileges of God's Heritage, ſo manifeſtly contra- to 
ry to Scripture, and inconſutent with Presbyte- the 
tian Principles; whereby our Edification by their 2 
I ERS. Miniſtry Fry 


| (15 )) 5 

Miniſtry is like to i qu marred, - and which 
conſtraineth us to apprehend, and fear, that Preſ- 
byterian Principles, at this Day, are by many de- 
ſerted, and left to fall in our Streets; and that We 
only have the Name for the Thing, the Tree be- 
ing known by its Fruits. The _ lamentable 
In!*ances, to wit, of Bathgate a 


| Aberdour, 

Morbattle, Hutton, Eccles, and Old- macher, and 
others, ſnew to every judicious Perſon, that this 
no groundleſs Suſpicion, but a too fad Verity; 

this Uſurpation being lately practiſed within our 
Bounds, in the Affair of the Settlement of Lin- 
om, where none copcurred with the Preſentation, 
except a few non-reſiding Heritors, and two re - 
ſiding, one of which is an Elder, and a very few. 
other Pariſhoners. And the Presbytery, notwith - 
ſtanding, proceeded to the Ordination of Mr. Fin- 
later, is to us Matter of Aſtoniſhment, eſpecially, 
conſidering, that the whole Pariſh was abſent, ex- 
cepting a few, ſome being impriſoned on. the Af- 

fair; others fled their native Country, for Fear oſ 
the Patron's Reſentment of any Oppoſition they 

made; which Settlement being contrary to the 


Choice and Voice of the Body ot the Pariſhoners 


whoſe Right it is by divine 8 and the 
Conſtitutions of the reformed Church of Scorland, 
founded on the Word of God, to chooſe and call 
their own Paſtors. Acts 1. 23. Acts 6. 3, 7. Atts 
13. 2, 14, 23. firſt Book of Diſcipline, Doct. 4. 
Par. 1. ſecond Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 3..doth ' 
neceſſitate us, in Exoneration of our Conſciences, 
to teſtify againſt ihe Presbytery's concurring with 
the Patron, in the ordaining and ſettling of Mr. 
Thomas Finlater there, as acting contrary to the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and Conſtitutions of this 

; | Church, 


to follow 


0 x; ('+16 ; | 
Church; which gives us juſt Ground tbfear, that 
we, and our Poſterity may, from ſuch Proceed. 
ings, meet with the like Treatment; and alſo, 
that the 3 — Judgments of God may follow upon 
ſuch Practioes: And therefore, we hereby E 
that we may not be chargeable with either the pre- 
ſeht Guilt contracted by them, nor with the 
Train of guilty _ miſerable re Tenge likely 
n ther, Laſtly, We teltify againſt 
Mr: Thomas Finlarer, as a violent and diſcrder 


Iatruder into the paſtoral Charge of the Pari 


of TZintoun, without the Call, and to 
the Conſent of that People ; for which we on 
good Ground to jealous him, as one having at 

art his oun carnal Intereſt, as his End therein, 
more than the Glory of God and Salvation of 
Souls, Fer: 23. t, 5. Jobn 10. f, 6. Upon the 


Whole, We cannot have Freedom in our Con- 


ſciences ro own the foreſaid Mr. Finlater, as 2 
Miniſter of Chriſt, according to the Order of the 
Goſpel, nor join with him as ſuch ar Sacraments, 
of otherwiſe, as we may have Occaſion in Provi- 
dence: And, for he Exoneration of our own 
Conſciences, before God and the World, we 
crave, That this may be received 2s a Mite of a 


Teſtimony from us, and inſert into your Records, 
ahd that we may be allowed Extracts thereof this 


Day. And we hereby impower and commiſſio- 


nate John Stevenſon late Provoſt of Peebles, and 


George Ronaldſon Tenant iti Caberſtoum, ame. 
Tait Tenant in Eaſterglen, and Hrohibald Hall 
Tenant in um, or Two of them, to 


pteſent and deliver, in our Name, to the Presby- 
tery of Peebles, this our Repreſentation and Te- 


re 
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Follress the ſpecial Commiſſion w9rirren 
apart from the R epreſent at ion es 


e- 
* V NW 260-1736 
") IL 7E Underſubſcribers do hereby commiſſionate 
nit Y V and impower Zohn Stevenſon late Provoſt 
ry bf Peebles, George Ronauuſon Tenant in 
Caberſtoun, Fames Tan Tenant in Eaſterglen, 
and Archibald Hail Tenant in Scotſtoumm, or any 
Ve Two ef them, to preſent and deliver, in our 
at Name, to the reverend Presbytery of Peebles, 
m, this our Repreſentation and Teſtimony; and to 
of F take {nſtruments in the Clerk's Hands (or in the 


* 

"IS | 
1 
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And then and there 


ftimony, aides 1nd 120 Names within the 


Y aye 7... 
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in their Records, and give forth ExtraQts thereof, 
in Manner therein expreſt? To which it was an- 
ſwered by the reverend Moderator, pro tempore, 
and remanent reverend Members of the ſaid Preſ- 
bytery, That they neither could, nor would grant 
the Deſire of the ſaid Repreſentation and Teſtimony 
and Commiſſion, in regard the ſame did contain ſeve- 
. ral Particulars, which reflected upon, called in Que. 
14. ſtion, and inveighed againſt the Procedure, not only 
1 of the ſaid reverend Presbytery, but alſo of the 
1 Synod of Lothian and 7 weedale, the next ſupe- 
8 rior 222 and laboured very much to dark- 
us en their Characters in ſeveral _ Reſpects. Upon 
Tf which Accounts, that they refuled to grant the 
| 5 Deſire thereof. And therefore, then and there, 

| 

| 


the ſaid hu Stevenſon, and George Ronalaſon, 
Commiffioners aforeſaid, for themſelyes, and in 
11 Name and Behalf of their ſaid Conſtituents, and 
= their other Adherents, proteſted againſt the ſaid 
1 reverend Presbytery, for all Damages incurred, or 
that might enſue on their {aid Refuſal, and for 
Remeid of Law ; and referred or appealed from 
8 the ſaid Presbytery to the reverend Synod of Lo- 
thian and Tweedale, being the next ſuperior Ju- 
dicatory, when and where they ſhould firſt hap- 
pen to meet,for Juſtice and Redreſs in the Matter 
of the ſaid 1 and Teſtimony, and 
ial Commiſſion ſoreſaid, relating thereto, and 
Deſire of the ſame. Whereupon, and upon all 
and ſundry the Premiſſes (which conſiſt of this 
and the preceeding Pages) the ſaid George Ronalaſon 
for himlelf, and in Name and Behalf of the other 
Commiſſioners, and their, Conſtituents aforeſaid, 
and their other Adherents, asked, and took In- 
ſtruments, one or more, in the Hands of me No- 


rar: 


. 

tar-Publick ſubſcribing. Theſe Things were done 
within the Dwelling-houſe of Baillie William Ker 
in Peebles, and Back- room thereof, hetwixt the 
Hours of ſeven and eight at Night, or thereby, 
Day, Month, Year. of God, and King's Reign 
roſpect ive, firit above-written, iu Preſence of 

hn Hunter Elder, Burgeſs of Peebles, and Ro- 
ny bers Hunter his Son, Watneſles, ſpecially called 
the and required to the Premiſſes, and divers others 
occaſionally there preſent. W457 { 


on Premiſſe eſſe vera, ego Johannes Williamſon, 
the Notarius publicus atteſtor. ; 
y J. W. N. P. 


on, John Hunter Winteſs. 
n Robert Hunter Witnels. 


— 


or ſaid A pellants, 3 or 4 Commiſſioners, in order 
m F to preſent and give in their Repreſentation, Ec. 
| to the Synod of Zorhian then met at Edinburgh; 
which, conform to their Commiſſion, they firſt 
reſented to the Committee of Bills ; but they re- 
uſing to tranſmit it to the Synod, the honeſt 
Men, in open Synod, gave it in to the Modera- 


ed: Which Requeſt being very gravely refuſed, 
15 F they preſently took Inſtruments in the Clerk's 
Hands; but the Clerk refuſing to take up their 


r Money and Schedule, they, by the Advice of ſome 


, Members fitting near them, {ſimply took up both, 
„aud took Inſtruments in the Hands of a publick 

Notar, which is as *. | "4 For 
ee | 2 


#7 \ 


on On April 29th 1931. there were ſent from the 


tor's Hand, craving it might be read and conſider- 


0 


4; 


( =o') 


eee 
"At Edinburgh, the Twenty ninth. Dal 77 
. and thirty one Tears, and. of Hi ia» 


| Majeſty's Reign the fourth Tar. 


HE which Day, in Preſence of me Notar- M and 
Publick, arid Witneſſes ſubſcribing, compea- 
red perſonally George Ronaldſon Tenant in Ca. 
berſtoun, ard Archibald Hall Tenant in Scot. 
ſtoum, for themielves, and as having ſpecial Pow. 
er and Commiſſion from ſeveral Elders and others 
within the -Presbytery of Peebles, and others 
their Adherents, within the New-Church Iſle of 
Eadinburgh, where the Synod of Lothian and 
Twecdale were then ſitting : And then, and there, 
required the reverend Moderator and remanent 
Members of the ſaid reverend Synod, to read, and 
give their Opinion and judgment upon the Re- 
preſentation given in to the Presbytery of Peeh/es, 
which was now before them, by an Appeal from the 
ſaid Presbytery. And it being a Piece of common iN 
Juſtice, that all Subjects and Members of Chriſti- © 1 
an Societies, Where abſolute Power is not in I fit 
Force, ſnould be heard before proper Judicato- 2 
ries upon Grievances, whereby they find-them- WW i 
delves leafed'; which the faid reverend Synod ab-  V 

ſolutely refuſing, The (aids George pou: = 264 R 

and Archibald Hall, for t hemſelves, and in Name P 
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ſoreſaid, proteſted againſt them; and for Exonera- 

tion of their on Conſciences, before God and the 

World, and that they might be anſwerable to 

their Conſtituents, took Inſtruments in the Hands 

of me Notar - Publick ſubſcribing. Thir Things | 
5 1 FT | were 


f 21 
were done within the ſaid New-Chnrch Ille of 
Eiinburgh, by giving in a >chedule to the Clerk 
of the ſaid S cd, betwixt the Hours of eight and 
nine of the Clock at Night, in Preſence of Ma. 
liam Braidwood nee bY b, 
hn Roberrfon, John Brigs, and 7ohn Cle- 
L A Give Wee called 
and required to the Pre miſſes. 
e e e I: ; ©  Quod atteſtor. 

William Braidwoed Witnels,” oO 
John . Able 
N Re "ad 0. 


» 


which was ſubſcribed by 124 Hands, 
in and about Edinburgh. _ _. | 


$1118 Edinburgh, May th. 1731. * 3 
E Underſubſcribers, having lately*peruſed, 
and ſeriouſly conſidered,” a Paper, contain- 


ainft Patronages, and Settlements. made in Pari- 

es on that Faoting, preſented and given in, at 
firſt, to the Presbytery of Peebles, by a conſider- 
able Number of honeſt and well- affected People, 
living within the Bounds of the ſaid Presbytery; 
who, having obtained no ſatisfying Anſwer, or 
Redreſs from the ſaid Presbytery, were obliged to 
pou: and appeal to the next Synod; and the 
ynod' refuſing to take in their Paper, they ap- 
pealed from them to the General Aſſembly, now 
met at Edinburgh, May 6th. 1731. And we, 
after [ſtrict Examination, finding nothing in the 
lad Paper, but what is plain, ſeaſonable, and ma- 
terial Duty, got only incumbent on the ſaid Re- 
preſenters 


ing a Repreſentation, Petition, and Proteſt," a- 


13 


% 


_— —_—_— 
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„ 
preſenters and Proteſtors, but on us alſo; do 
therefore cheerfully embrace this Opportunity, of 

declaring our Satisfaction with the ſaid Paper, and 
our Adherence thereto. | Bo 


* 


Uizo the Reverend un Hamourable, the 
Moderator, and remanent Members 
of the General Aſſembly of the Church 


= Scotland, The Petition of us Under- 


ubſcribers, for our ſelves, and as 
- having. Commiſſion from many others 
in the Bounds of the Presbytery of 


_ " Humbly ſheweth, | 
T HA T*of late, not only we in particular, but 
2a vaſt, many in other Places of this National 
Church, having ſuffered egregiouſly by the vio- 
- Jent and oppreſſive Exerciſe of the Patronage- 
Right; by Means of which Paſtors are impoſed 
on vacant, Congregations, moſt Part of whom are 
very diſagreeable, and the natural and juſt Right, 
that a free People, under a limited Monarchy, 


and for adhering to which, not a few are treated 
very-leverely, and military Force is beginning to 
take Place in the Matter of planting of Minilters, 
to the great Scandal of Religion; but, which i 
worſt of all, that - Church-Judicatories give no 
ſmall Countenance thereto : And we, and our 


ought to be allowed, is like to be extinguiſhed ; 


| Conſtituents, and others our Adherents, thinking 


* 


o f 


( 23 ) a 
it our Duty, in every Way proper, and ſuitable 
to our Station in the World, to :remonitrate that FO 
againſt, did offer our humble Repreſentation and 
Teſtimony upon this Subject, firſt to the reve- 
rend Presbytery. of Peebles, and craved it to be 
inſert in their Records ; which they refuſed, as ap- 
| pears by a Notorial Is of the ſame, and Inſtru- 

ment taken againſt them, herewith produced: 


; And next, we applied to the very reverend Sy- 

nod of Lothian, and Twedaate, in April laſt; a 

nd they refuſed us the common Juſtice of a Hear 

= ng, 26 appears by an Inſtrament herewith pro- . - 

- | May it therefore Pleaſe the venerable Aim 

1 bly, to allou our Repreſentation an Hear. ; 

of ing, and give Order that 'the ſame be re- 3 

corded in the Books f the Presbytery, and 1 
awe to have Extraths thereof, for our own N 

_ » Exoneration to Poſterity, that ue - bave 
been aiming to ſtand faſt in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free ; And 


[ 
Jour Penitioners ſhall ever pray, &. 
| Ter Bats: pale pros 
| HY N alter Kay. = 
Alexander Veitch. | 
ht, * — * .' 


eO M MISS IO N George Ronaldſon; 
_ others, to John Burraman, and. 


—— 


1 WE Underfubſcribers do hereby commiſſſo- 1 
. nate and impower John Burraman, Na,. 


er Kay, Alexander Veitch, James Mulyart,: 
| — 
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of the Church of Sanden, e ome 
the kerſt Tyngſaqyiof May nent, . 
_ atherwhy,: — meid in the Mütter off the Re 
eſentation and: Veltimon fy TR the vi 
| Boks exciſe of che dee irtheBound 
. of the Presbytery of! Peelues, v eur Lot 
Fat, au well as in otlter Places of, {. Srocuumu, whick 
was im our Name, and in the Name of many 0 
therz, Sufferers, thereby offered, and id befor 
the reverend 9 of Peebles,” and Synod 
Terlan, and Niuerdale; and to act 002 there 
aneti whatever we ourſelves could do, for obtain 
| inks Delire thereof In wit eis Wheteof, . 
have ſigned: theſe Preſents with our Hands, 
ende gf May 275 Fears 
are "George s fen 
725 * 27 10 Mts Nobert Brathron, 
. e 7 be Stevenſon. 
£ 4 Yak Nr Jobn Brunt. 
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r Aaam Brunton. 
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